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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: 
 

 

Dear Families of St. Joseph’s,  

 

As we continue through the month of May, we are focusing on the beautiful virtue 

of Compassion here at St. Joseph’s. Compassion calls us to notice the joys and hurts 

of others, to walk alongside one another with kindness, and to respond with loving 

hearts just as Jesus taught us. 

 

At our recent school assembly, students watched the wonderful Read Aloud 

story The Rabbit Listened. Through this touching story, students learned 

that sometimes the greatest act of compassion is not trying to fix someone’s 

problems, but simply being present, listening carefully, and sharing in 

another person’s feelings. We reflected on the wise saying that God gave us 

two ears and one mouth so we would listen twice as much as we speak. 

Compassionate listening helps build understanding, friendship, and a caring 

school community where everyone feels valued and supported. 

 

As we head into the Victoria Day long weekend, we wish all of our families a restful and joyful 

four days filled with opportunities to camp, garden, relax, worship, and enjoy precious time 

together as a family. May this holiday weekend bring renewal, gratitude, and many blessings to 

your homes. 

 

 

In Gratitude, 

Glen Palahicky  
Principal, St. Joseph’s Elementary 
  

St. Joseph's School acknowledges with gratitude that we work, play and 
pray on the territory and traditional lands of the Lekwungen Speaking Peoples of 
the Songhees and Esquimalt First Nations whose historical relationship with the 

land continues today.  
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NO SCHOOL  
 -Friday, May 15

th

  

-Monday, May 18
th

 Victoria Day 

 

 

CLASS PHOTO DAY 
Thursday, May 21

st

  

Students come in full uniform please. 

 

 

FREEZIE SALE 
Friday, May 22

nd

 

Bring your toonies and see the poster below for all the dates. Thanks for supporting the 

grade 7’s.  
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: PARENT EDUCATION NIGHT  
Topic: Navigating Picky Eating and Packing School Lunches 

Date: Wednesday, May 27 

Time: 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Location: Online via Microsoft Teams (Link provided upon registration) 

Registration: https://tinyurl.com/yvecc4dj 

 

On behalf of the school’s newly formed Nutrition Committee, we are pleased to invite you to a free, 

interactive online session focused on promoting healthy eating habits in our community. 

 

Are you struggling with picky eating or feeling unsure about how to pack nutritious school lunches? This 

session, led by a Public Health Dietitian, will provide practical tools and simple strategies to support your 

children without pressure. 

 

Speaker Info: Erica Camfferman is a Public Health Dietitian at Island Health. She is passionate about 

supporting families and caregivers to nurture healthy relationships with food. She seeks to blend evidence-

based recommendations with practical, real-world approaches  

 

 

 

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (CGS) 
CGS is coming to our parish community in Fall 2026! As it is based on the Montessori principles, many of 

the materials need to be handmade! We are therefore reaching out to Parishioners and School Families 

with carpentry skills, woodwork skills, painting etc! If you are interested in helping, please 

have a look at the file folders that are in the church office. All instructions are included.  Some 

of the projects are small, and some are larger. Completed projects are due back by mid-July. 

For more information please contact Debbie at dclarke@cisdv.bc.ca or Brenda 

at bbella@cisdv.bc.ca.  Thank you for considering sharing your talents and skills so that our 

young children can experience the Good Shepherd in our new Atrium!  Mr. Palahicky has 

confirmed that you may claim your volunteer hours by completing a CGS project! 

 

https://tinyurl.com/yvecc4dj
mailto:dclarke@cisdv.bc.ca
mailto:bbella@cisdv.bc.ca


 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
Grades 4-7  

Tuesdays & Thursdays  

After school in the primary learning support room 2:40-3:10 

 

 

 

ICS PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION  
Congratulations to Ellie Rose! 

The ICS Public Speaking Competition was held on May 12 at Queen of Angels School. We are thrilled to 

announce that Ellie R. earned first place in the Senior Division of the ICS Public Speaking Competition. Her 

outstanding speech, titled “Grief,” captivated both the judges and the audience alike. Well done, Ellie, on 

this incredible achievement! 

 

Congratulations as well to Serah L. and Tanner R., who both received 

Honourable Mentions for their excellent speeches.  

Well done to all of our participants! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE TIKI TIKI FUN FAIR IS COMING!   
Easy volunteer hours. Big impact. Minimal effort! 

Sign up below and be part of the fun! 

https://signup.com/go/ozosgaf 

 
 

 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION/JESUS PRAYER 
Are you desiring deeper peace and wanting some inner quiet? Interested in learning more 

about Christian Meditation and/or the Jesus Prayer? Come out to St. Joseph’s School Library 

for 20 minutes every Wednesday from 5:00 pm - 5:20 pm All are welcome. Please email Glen 

Palahicky if you are interested: gpalahicky@cisdv.bc.ca  

 

 

  

https://signup.com/go/ozosgaf
mailto:gpalahicky@cisdv.bc.ca


 

 
 

 

DEADLINE FOR SIGNING IS MAY 30TH 

IMPORTANT: 2026/2027 FAMILY PAYMENT SCHEDULES 
The 2026/2027 Family Payment Schedules are now ready for signing. Due to recent changes in 

our standard procedures, all schedules must be signed in person at our office. 

 

Office Visit Details 

• When: Tuesday – Friday (please note the office will be closed Friday, May 8th and 15th). 

• Hours: 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

• What to Bring: Updated banking information (even if it has not changed since last year). 

 

Note on Banking Info: Please provide a void cheque or a pre-authorized debit form. For security and 

verification, the document must show all names associated with the account. 

 

Requirements at Signing 

1. Review the Attached Letter: Please read the attached letter from Head Office for specific 

completion details. 

2. Parent Involvement Payment: This must be paid at the time of signing.  

We accept the following methods: 

o Post-dated cheque 

o Debit or Credit 

o E-transfer 

 

Special Considerations 

• Extended Hours: If you cannot visit during regular business hours (8–4), please contact me directly. 

I am happy to accommodate later appointments upon request. 

• High School Families: If you also have a child enrolled at the High School, you will only need to sign 

there.  

 

 

 

  



NEWS FROM THE PSG 
Hot Lunch orders and all payments are due Sunday May 17th. If payments haven't been made orders may be 

cancelled. 

 
 

 

PSG is looking to fill 2 volunteer positions: Treasurer and Hot Lunch Coordinator. Training will be given to 

anyone interested. These roles count as your yearly volunteer hours. Please email sjv-psg@cisdv.bc.ca if 

you want to join the team! 

  

mailto:sjv-psg@cisdv.bc.ca


  



 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRUSHER COMBAT FIELD TRIP  
The grade fours enjoyed a fun-filled, confidence building, new experience at Crusher Combat Sports!  

These ongoing trips are part of the Intermediate recreational program funded by our PSG.  



 

NEWS FROM THE LSC 
The Local School Council will hold it's AGM on May 26th at 6:30 pm. Voting will take place to select new 

members to the Local School Council.  

We have been blessed with five nominees who have stepped forward to serve our school community. We 

give thanks for their willingness to offer their time, gifts, and talents in service of others. Each candidate 

brings God-given strengths, perspectives and experience that will help guide and support our school. 

We encourage you to learn more about the candidates by reading their biographical sketches below. 
 

 

Tiffany Campbell 

Tiffany Campbell is a dedicated parent and educator, and the mother of two children currently attending 

St. Joseph’s Elementary School: Hunter, who is in Kindergarten, and Everly, who is in Grade 3 and has 

been part of the school community since Kindergarten. 

Tiffany is a member of St. Joseph the Worker Parish, where she has been an active participant for several 

years. After completing the Lower Island RCIA program, she was recently baptized and officially welcomed 

into the Catholic Church at Easter. Her growing faith has led her to become more involved in parish life, 

including volunteering with the Cookie Ministry and Coffee Ministry. She has also previously served as a 

volunteer teacher for the Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

 

Within the school community, Tiffany has been an involved and committed parent since her children began 

attending. For the 2025–2026 school year, she serves on the Parent Support Group (PSG) Executive as 

Treasurer. In this role, she has contributed significantly to the organization and execution of school 

fundraising initiatives, volunteering her time and energy to support a wide range of events that benefit the 

school community. 

Professionally, Tiffany is a Teacher Librarian at Royal Bay Secondary in the Sooke School District. She 

brings over 15 years of experience in education, having taught at the elementary, middle, and secondary 

levels in both public and private school settings. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in French with a minor in 

Mathematics, as well as a Bachelor of Secondary Education. In addition, she has earned a Montessori 

Elementary Teaching Certificate and a Master’s degree in Library and Information Sciences. Her 

professional experience reflects a strong commitment to student learning, collaboration, and educational 

leadership. 

 

Tiffany is passionate about education, faith, and community, and is committed to supporting the continued 

growth and success of St. Joseph’s Elementary School. 
 

 

Karol Dworkowski 

My name is Karol Dworkowski, my daughter Aria Dworkowski is attending St Joseph for her second year, 

Aria is in Miss Buckies Kindergarten class. 

 

I am a devoted Catholic father with strong family values and desire to be involved in my daughters 

education. So much so we commute from Sooke everyday for her to be a part of St Joseph. We are 

parishioners of St Rosa Lima, Aria also attends catechism classes through our church. We have a 2 year 

old son that God willing will attend pre-school in St. Joseph. My wife Natalia and I really appreciate this 

school and its Catholic values and we are very grateful for the opportunity to be a part of this school.  

I am a licensed heavy-duty mechanic who has been in sales since 2011 and most recently a business 

owner of an online heavy equipment consignment company since 2020 with 12 Employees across 

Canada. I believe I have lots of value to add to the school Council. 

 

  



Johanna Osborne 

parish membership ~ Saint Joseph The Worker  

diocesan/parish/civic involvement ~ SARHS's PSG, Creative Content for SJ/SARHS,  

occupation ~ Filmmaker-Photographer-Producer, Artist/Creative Content Maker, Instructor, Business 

Owner 

 

My talents include creative brainstorming, intelligent and thoughtful discernment, shaping a vision in a 

tangible direction and storytelling mirroring the Best Author Ever. I am capable of producing creative 

content (photography, film, creative writing), fashioning spirit-filled events (retreats, arts festivals, 

workshops, collaborations), directing fundraising and excellent curriculum, and fighting the good fight in 

the name and truth of Jesus and His Church, however that may need to be fulfilled by the Precious Holy 

Spirit. 
 

 

Lucie Tica 

I am writing to express my sincere interest in serving as a member of the LSC at St. Joseph’s Elementary 

School. As a dedicated community member with a firm commitment to educational excellence, I am 

confident that my background and devotion will allow me to contribute significantly to the board’s work. 

 

My family and I are actively involved in the parish communities of St. Joseph’s the Worker and St. Leopold 

Mandic. We regularly support food collections, volunteer at fundraising events, participate in outreach to 

older people through social activities such as bocce, and contribute to parish cultural initiatives, including 

folklore celebrations. These experiences have strengthened our bonds within the community and 

deepened my commitment to service. 

 

I hold a BA in Christian Spirituality and have worked as a writer for an upcoming newspaper portal. Also, I 

hold a certificate as an Educational Assistant, and serve as a backup, which has helped me develop skills 

in teaching, leadership, and creative problem-solving. My part-time job in construction administration at a 

consulting company, along with previous work experience, has given me practical knowledge in budgeting 

and collaborative decision-making. 
 

 

Genevieve Vuksic 

My name is Genevieve Vuksic, I was born and raised in Woodbridge, VA. After high school I moved to 

Montreal to attend McGill’s School of Music where I met my husband, Timothy. We married in 2017 and in 

2020 we moved to Victoria for my husband’s work. We have two children together, Catherine and Royce. 

Catherine is five and in kindergarten at St. Joe’s while her little brother Royce is 3 and goes to St. Joe’s 

Preschool for two days a week. 

 

We are registered at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, though we sometimes attend mass at St. Andrew’s 

Cathedral and St. John Henry Newman in Esquimalt. At Sacred Heart, I run the Moms and Tots Playgroup 

once a month and most Sundays I also help teach the Signs of Grace Catechism classes after mass. Since 

the birth of my oldest, most of my time has been focused on raising my children. In the past I have taught 

private double bass lessons, offered music coaching, and performed professionally. 

 

 



 









 
 



 
 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE CHANCERY 

 

CCCB LETTER TO THE HOLY FATHER ON THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF HIS 

PONTIFICATE 
The CCCB President sent a letter to His Holiness Pope Leo XIV on the occasion of the first anniversary of 

his pontificate. Through this letter, the CCCB President conveyed the heartfelt greetings of the Bishops of 

Canada, as well as the assurance of their prayers and of the unwavering solidarity of the Church in Canada 

as the Holy Father carries out his Petrine ministry in the service of the Universal Church. Read the letter 

here: https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2026-05-08-Letter-from-CCCB-President-to-Pope-Leo-

XIV-First-Anniversary.pdf 

 

 

INVITATION: WORLD YOUTH DAY SEOUL 2027 PILGRIMAGE 

We are excited to begin exploring interest in forming a group from across our diocese to attend World 

Youth Day 2027 in Seoul, South Korea! World Youth Day (WYD) is a powerful international gathering of 

young Catholics, offering an opportunity for prayer, cultural exchange, and a meaningful encounter with 

Christ and the universal Church alongside the Holy Father. It is often a life-changing experience that 

deepens faith and builds lasting friendships. 

 

At this early stage, we are reaching out to parishes to gauge interest from youth, families, and leaders who 

may wish to participate in this pilgrimage. Please reach out to see preliminary travel proposals that include 

youth hostel accommodations for: 

-7 nights in Seoul with roundtrip transfers 

-9 nights in Seoul with roundtrip transfers and a full-day tour 

 

Please note: Expressing interest at this stage is simply to help with planning and does not commit you to 

the trip. If you have anyone interested, email Fr. Joseph Thomas who is organizing 

at: jthomas@rcdvictoria.org  

 

 

DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE - CARITAS CANADA: SHARE LENT CAMPAIGN 

UPDATE 
The folks at Development and Peace - Caritas Canada want to share their heartfelt thank you for all the 

faithful who learnt about, connected with, felt for and, most significantly, gave generously to support their 

campaign to build a world of justice and peace. See the thank you video 

here: https://youtu.be/TGoCY0zt084 

 

 

FAMILY AND LIFE WEEK 2026 
National Family and Life Week (NFLW) takes places this year from May 10-17, centring on the theme “I am 

with you always” (cf. Matthew 28:20). Families and communities are encouraged to take time during the 

week to celebrate their own families, express gratitude, and share meaningful moments with loved ones 

across generations. See more at: https://www.cccb.ca/faith-moral-issues/family-and-life/national-family-and-life-

week/  
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ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE: 
Monday: 6:30am 

Tuesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Wednesday: 6:30am and 6:00pm 

Thursday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

Friday: 6:30am and 9:00am 

 

 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE: 
Saturday: 6:30am 

Saturday: 5:00pm (Livestream) 

Sunday: 10:00am 

Sunday: 6:00pm 

 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH  

YOUTH GROUP  
Youth Group All Youth Grades 6 - 12 are invited to 

join us on Saturday evenings following! For more 

information, please contact: 

SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com

 

mailto:SJTWYouthGroup@gmail.com


  

 



 
 



 
 



 
  



 

 



 


